
 

 
 
A total of 28 of his works from three galleries, Gallery EM, Gallery MORYTA, and Nakao 
Gallery, were sold out at Art Fair Asia Fukuoka (AFAF) in 2021. Since then, Kazuki Torigoe's 
works have been sold out at various exhibitions. What is the secret behind his popularity? 
 



 
 

While studying at Nippon Designer Gakuin Kyushu School, Torigoe was searching for the 
kind of painting he wanted to create. During his studies, he met the painter Takuzo Yoshiura, 
and after seeing his bold works, he said, “This is definitely what I want to paint. For more than 
10 years, Mr. Yoshiura taught me how to draw. I tried to imitate the tools and motifs he used, 
and also attempted to steal many things besides technique.”  
 
In 2019, he won the grand prize at the first Tagawa Art Biennial "English Exhibition" 
organized by the Tagawa Art Museum. Thereafter, he participated in a group exhibition in 
New York. “No one was looking at my paintings. I went to MoMA and the Gagosian Gallery, 
but even after I returned to Japan, I wondered what the difference was between the works 
hanging there and my own.” 

 



 
 
What brought a decisive change in Torigoe was an encounter with the works of Takami Sakurai, 
one of Kyushu-Ha's leading artists. In December 2020, Torigoe was shocked when he helped 
Gallery MORYTA head Shunichiro Morita to retrieve Sakurai's work at a warehouse. “I felt 
an overwhelming presence. At the same time, I was surprised why such an amazing work of 
art was not housed in a museum. I later found out that the Fukuoka City Museum of Art and 
other museums actually have them in their collections. Although the thoughts of those who 
supported Kyushu-Ha did not come to fruition at the time, Iʼve been moved by his works over 
time.” The following year, at the group exhibition “HARE HARE” at Nakao Gallery, he 
presented a new work that was different from his previous works, interpreting Kyushu-Ha in 
his own way. The exhibition was sold out. He achieved his first success at AFAF 2021, and was 
not satisfied with that, he energetically held solo exhibitions to win more fans. 
 



 
 

Torigoe's activities are not limited to Kyushu. In November last year, he exhibited his works 
at ART KAOHSIUNG (Kaohsiung, Taiwan) from Gallery MORYTA. Ten of his large works 
were sold out. “I was worried about whether Torigoe's massive works would be accepted 
amid the popularity of pop works, but a major collector told me that they were shining even 
at this fair. Being recognized by the top 1% of connoisseurs has more impact than sales,” 
says Mr. Morita. 
 

 



 
On the other hand, the fact that Torigoe took commemorative photos with numerous visitors 
in the "X pose" is also an example of his personality. It is an important condition for a popular 
artist to have both depth and a catchiness that leaves an impression on many people. Torigoe 
is certain to expand its activities even further in the future. 
 



 


