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In contrast to his solo exhibition three years ago, which was based on the color white, this 
exhibition, titled "Black Plane Space," reminds us of the strength, toughness, and depth of 
the color black. The diverse expressions of black, with its oriental lyricism and indigenous 
flavor, seem to lead the viewer to the primordial questions of the contrast between surface 
and interior, the boundary between two-dimensional and three-dimensional where "form" is 
born. 
 

The works are divided into two types. First, a series of numerous dye-like shapes, that were 

carved with an electric trowel on felt stretched over a board, and then the entire canvas was 

covered with black ink. These floating patterns draw the eye to the inside of the screen, while 

evoking the act of "burning," with their vivid black color. 

 
Second, the works in which the artist used acrylic paint and pencil to create a raised texture 
on the canvas seem to be an attempt to express emotion, despite the artist's taciturnity in his 
work. 
From "WORK Black (4)" to "WORK Black (7)," the gentle surface extends all over. The 
somewhat systematic arrangement of monotonous projections indicates a starting point for 
the artist who creates works with materials. 
 
In “Same (6),” the protrusions disrupt the orderliness of the pattern and begin to undulate, 
tangle, and assert their intensity and sharpness. The pencil shining surface treatment 
amplifies this. 
Furthermore, in "M (9)", the patterns gather in the upper left and lower right of the screen. In 
contrast with the remaining blank space. An unbalanced tremor. The screen seems to acquire 
a form of expression while maintaining a movement that spreads to the left and right. 
 
If we follow the expressions created by the material, we can see that Ishibashi gradually 
increases the voltage from stillness to movement, from tranquility to intense emotion. It 
seems to depict his approach to expression as a drama. 
 
Born in 1932. Former member of Kyushu-Ha. Lives in Fukuoka City.  



 


